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 1 Regarding any transmission serve request(s) (TSR) for the power purchase agreement with 

Manitoba Hydro included in Minnesota Power’s resource plan, please provide the following data 
and supporting documents: 

 
a. The current status of the TSR(s); 
b. Findings from any studies that have been completed or are in draft form related to the 

TSR(s); and 
c. The current schedule for the remainder of the TSR proceeding(s). 

 
  Response: 
 

a. The TSR Minnesota Power requested is under study by MISO transmission planning 
engineers. Most recently Minnesota Power requested MISO study the optimal 
transmission solutions for transfers of 250MW, 750MW and 1100MW. Those studies 
are nearing completion with Minnesota Power and Manitoba Hydro collaborating on 
the correct modeling assumptions on both systems to provide the most accurate 
results. Preliminary study results are expected by the end of 2012, at that time 
Minnesota Power and Manitoba Hydro will have the opportunity to review MISO’s 
determination and agree on the outcome before publication.  
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b. In addition to the TSR study referenced above, Minnesota Power has commissioned 
power flow studies with Excel Engineering to analyze the impact of incremental wind 
power generation injection at both Fargo, ND and Brookings, SD.  This study work 
quantifies the North Dakota export limit resulting from the congestion of wind 
injection and simultaneous imports of 1100 MW from Manitoba Hydro.  This study 
work is nearing completion and the results will be forwarded to the Department as 
soon as they are available. 
 
Two large MISO sponsored studies are also underway. The MISO Manitoba Wind 
Synergy Study and the Northern Area Study, both of these studies continue to work 
their way through the MISO stakeholder process. Attached to this response are the 
latest updates from MISO to the stakeholder community for each of these studies.  
The results to date from both of these studies indicate that the Winnipeg to Iron 
Range to Duluth Project (Great Northern Transmission Line) has positive economic 
benefits to the MISO footprint. 

 
c. Once final study results of the TSR study are completed by MISO and accepted by 

Minnesota Power and other interested TSR parties, the parties will develop and 
execute a Facilities Construction Agreement (FCA). The FCA will define the project, 
outline the ownership of the project, provide project milestones and address the 
allocation of transmission rights. Since the Great Northern Transmission Line will be 
participant funded and will not be eligible for MISO cost allocation, the execution of 
the FCA will conclude the TSR process and MISO will move this project into 
Appendix A of the MISO MTEP. 

 
  


